
Great Finborough Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accounlabitity Return for the year ended 31 March ZOZ|

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 201S (St ZAfilZ3A)

The audit of accounts for Great Finborough parish council for the year
ended 3't March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountabilig Return is available fsr
inspection by any local government elecior of the area of Great
Finborough Parish Council on application to:

copies will be provided to any person on payment of f (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

(a)

l.ds-rn - F*<rc{ *Sp"*(b)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

I

2

3.

-7. q. 2-l

6toa

This nollce anC Sections '1, 2 & 3
of the AGAR nrust be publjshed
by 3C September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority's website.
The smaller authority must
decice how iong to publish the
Noiice for: the AGAR anci
external auditor reporl rnust be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) lnsed the name. position and
address of ihe person to whom
local governmeni electors shculd
apply to i|spect the AGAR

(b) lnsert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) insert a reasonable sum for
copyjng costs

(d) lnserl the name and position of
person placing ihe notice

(e) lnsert the date of piacing of the

Notes

notice
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During the financial year ended 31 fiilarch 2021 thrs authonty's internal auditor actrng independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internai ar-rdit for 202A,21 has been carried cut in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, rn all
significant respects" the eontrol objectrves were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

i" This authority complied with its linancial regulations. payments were supported by invoices, all
iture was approved and V,AT was accounted for

{.., This authority assessed the significant risks tc achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements ta manage these.

J. Accounting statement$ prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and paymenls or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supporled by an adequate audit
trail from underlylng records and where appropriale debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

:.. if the authority has an annual turnover not exceeciing €25.000, rt publishes information on a websrtel
webpage up to date at the time of the internal audit in accordance with the Transparency code for
smaller authorities.

fd. The authority. during the previous year (20'19-20) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations t'.:i:! jr_::)i:,,:: 

,

,: :t.:;).. ...:..

hi. The authority has ccmplied with the publication requirements for 20i9120 AGAR
: :i, i: j:, l:,,.', i;: irl,: J t ?,.1:. i : ll it r' : :,- €: i.i,-;i t:.:;',.

- The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authonty adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed),

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

12 laq {lofr bf Cd-..r;- ors G€B*r*f oF *r!..r-rs * Lo}6{

iri*

Signature of person lvho
carried out the internai audit *t.$,r@ r e le+ leoarDate

"lf the response is 'no' please state the implications and action being taken to addre$s any weakness in control identified
{add separate sheets if needed).
**Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audrt work rA/as done in this area and when it is
next planned: or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

A^nnual Governance and Accountability Return 202C,t21 Parl3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SrnallerAuthorities

lr Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the fjnancial year.

a,r. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process. progre$s against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reseryes were a

:: " Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accr)unted for.

Itr. Petty cash payments were prcperly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for,

Itof'r€
ll'r+

* Salarles 1o employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requir:ements were properly applied.

-1. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained

i. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

i{. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 201912A, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. iri jr;rr .::,ir:r'r:ra.., i.,.,1. .., ,:.. .,.. :.... r ...

N\.r
Al{ru*u
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Section '! * Annual Governanee Statement2A?0t21

We acknowledge as the members of:

Gre+f f m,i i,Sc tZcu C rt tlfir:i s r\ {ru rr L I L
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound systern of internai control, inciuding arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 illarch 2021, that:

-Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe how the

authority will adcjress the weaknesses identi{ied. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeling of lhe authority on:

,. ,, t

' i'('l:'l

Signeci by the Chairman and Clerk cf the meeting where

approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference Chairman

Clerk
j&21 1'*'43 \r ; I ,'

'\( 't. l':'-':\ t '. \ \

{ r-ec.it{r11bf rcLiJh , Cr1€-!u:.f{Crt< .}-\at-

prepared its accaunting statenrenfs in accardatlce
with the Accounts a{ttl Audit Regulallons.

'l. We have pul in place arranEements for effective financial

management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accoLrnting statements.

rnade proper arrangernenfs and accepted responsrbllily
for safeguarcling the public money and resources in
its charge-

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal contlol
incluciing measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruptton and revievved its effectiveness.

has only done what it has the legal pawer to do and has

complied with Proper Praclices in doirg so.
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves

that there are no matters o{ actual or potentlai

rron-compliance with laws, regulations and Prcper
Praciices that could have a signilicant Frnancial effect
on the ability af tlTis auihorily to conduct its

business or manage its finances.

(Juring the year gave a// persons interested t!':e oppariunity to
inspect and ask gugslions abouf lhis authority's accoL'nls.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise o{ electors' rights in accordance .vith the
i'equirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

considererl antl dacumented lhe financiai ano olfier rls&s ir

faces and dealt vtith them oroperly.
5. y!/e carried out an assessment of {he risks lacing this

authorrty and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including lhe introdr:ction nf internal controls andlor
exlernal insurance cover where required-

arranged fot a campetent person, independent of the financial

conlrols and procedures. to give an objective viaw on whether

internal controts meet the needs of {his snaller authority

6. We maiiltained throughoui the year an adequate aild
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and ccntrol systenls.

responded io flatlers brolrgtlt lo its attentian by internal and
externai audit.

7. We took appropriate attion on all matters raiserl
in reports from lnternal and external audjt.

disDiosed everything it shoutd have about its business activily
during lhe year including events laking place after the year
end i{ relevant.

''1

8. We consioerec whether any liligation, liabilities or

commitments. events cr lransacttons. occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a flnancial imoact cn

this authority and, where appropriate. have inciuded thent
in ihe accounting slstements-

has nlet all ofils respons/blrfues where. as a bady
corporate, il /s a sole rnanaging trustee of a local
lrusf or tr.r.sls.

9. {Fcr local councils only) Trust funds includtng
charitable. ln or-:r capactiy as lhe sole managing
lrustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{syassets. including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examinalicn or audit.

No-

Annual Governance and AccGUntability Return 2020/21 Pafi 3
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$eetion ? - Accnunting Statements 2020121 for

Ci E_ FJT t r N rr, c [c L,C.H 17n C r< ri {r-u' ruC r U

Tolal balances and reserves at the beginning ofthe year
as recorded in lhe financial recards. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

1. Balances brought
forward

- .-1tEl+5 2c \23
2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies r23.i3 t:1oLrE
Total amaunt of precept (or far lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Totai other receipts a*L r3r, c, t-
Total income or receipts as recorded ln fhe cashbook less
the precept or ralesllevies received (line 2). lnctude any
grants received.

StSi 56 be
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. /nclude gross salarles and nages,
employers N I contrtbutions. ernp.loyers pension
contributians, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interesucapital
repayments L_/

Total expenditure or payments af capital anrJ interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings {if any)

Tsll Total expenditure or paymenls as recarde€t in lhe cash-
book /ess sfaffcosts {line 4) and loan interesticapital
repayments (line 5).

6" (-) All other payments

t2\t k
7. (=) Baiances carried

forward Za t:-3 3'S= tt Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. ltlust
equal {1+2+3) - {4+5+6)

3'1 March
2A21
f

Please raund all figures lo nearest fl . Da not leave any
boxes blank and report t0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to undelying financial reeords.

8. Total value ol cash and
shcrt term investments 2u ll-3 33srG

The sum of all current and depasit bank accor.utts. cash
haldings and shorT term investments held as al 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliatian.

9" Total fixed assets plus
long term investmenls
and assets +tqrtr hka t tY

The value of all the property the authority owns - il ls made
u{s of ail its fixed assels and long term rnveslrrerls as al
31 hlarch.

10. Total borrowings
L)

The otttstanding capital balance as al 3? lrtlarch af all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Counciis Onl-v) Disclosure note
re Trusl funds (including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate. acls as sole trustee for
anrJ ls respons!b!e for managing Trus! funds or assefs.

,V-8. Li?e flEures in the accounting slafeore,'ris above do
nat include anv Trust trcnsac,icrls.

I certify that for the year ended 31 lt/arch 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basts following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability ior Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairiy
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsitrle Financial Officer before berng
presented to the authority for approval

\ ..

7 . ir,/r. '' i
Date -\ / vai! | t

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

L,tl.lcs'f z:tLt

as recorded in nrinute reference

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

)'.-;;'",
"1.'-'. ,I l ))L1

rt

;y

. ,-! \-

Annual Governance and Accountability Return ?Q20!21 ?a* 3
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Year ending Notes and guidance

31 March
2A2A

L

4. (-) Staff costs

Yes No



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020121

ln respect of Great Finborough Parish Council - SFO167

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 lvlarch 2021-, and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as
external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK
& lreland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2A2021
On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accounlability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Secttons 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

ln the prior yeal the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives on the AGAR.

3 External auditor certificate 2020121
We cefiify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the LocalAudit and Accountability Act 20'14, for the year ended 31
lt{arch 2021.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

ExternarAuditorsignature fit; i-.,s'-{.i"1;/rn l**{' Date 11loal2o21

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors' work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (wrvw.nao.org.uk)

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020121 ParlS Page 6 of 6



Great Finborough Parish Council

Mid Suffolk District Council

Financial Year Ending 31 March 2AZ1

Prepared by Paula Gladwell - Clerk/RFO

Balance as per Bank statements at 31st March 2a2L

HSBC CommunitY Account 7lt4B3B70

HSBC DePosit Account 0L487469

f. 8,659.13

E 24,857.15

v
k
f. 33,516.28

less unpresented cheques

Plus unbanked receiPts

Net balances as at 31 March 2O2L

L

L

{.

L

E.

f

f 33,516.28
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Great Finborough Parish Council - ltems of Expenditure over f 100

Financial Year to 31st March 2021

Date Purpose of Expenditure Amount
t

VAT VAT
Recover Not

recoverable

Date Details
a7 "04.20 SALC subs 3s1.90
07.a4.20 Salc - Dee Dixon Cllr traininq 120.00 24.00
28.04.20 MSDC Bin Emptying 511.91
29.04.20 Gipping Press 175.33
a4"o5.20 Clerks salary April 529.47
27.45.20 Clerks salary may 395.10
02.46.20 Green scene 381.70 76.34
03.06.20 Heelis&Lodqe-Audit 143.00
15.06.20 Gippinq Press 240.12
03.07.20 Clerks salary iune 395.1 0

44.47.20 Gipping Press 175.12
29.47.20 Clerks salary July 394.90
28.08.20 Clerks 5alary Aug 518.48
29.08.20 Gipping Press 175^12

07.09.20 Greens scene 128.60 25.72
17.09.20 CAS lnsurnace 342.40
30.09.20 Clerks salary sept 448.70
01 .10.20 Gipping Press 161.28
27 10.20 Clerks salary Oct 403.40
28.10.24 Gipping Press 161.28
28.10.20 Green scene 190.80 38.1 6

26.11.20 Gippinq Press 202.80
27 11 20 Clerk salary Nov 397.20
29.12.20 Clerks salary Dec 556.08
19.A1.21 Osis - Wildflower info board 1046.00
29.41.21 Gipping Press - 17 5.11

29.41.21 Clerk salary Jan 340.40
23.02.21 MSDC qrass cuttinq 675.23 135.05
26_02.21 Clerk salary Feb 339.00
27.02.21 Gippinq Press 17 5.11

23.03.21 SCC Street Lightinq 529.87
30.03.21 Clerk salary March 397.20
31.03.21 HMRC Q4 payment 173.00

31.A3.21 Gipping Press 161.28


